
would just be throwing our 
money to the wind at this 
time, and then later, when 
we have more favorable 
winds, we will have wasted 
our resources during the 
storm.  But have no fear, 
that’s not shutting us down.    

    So the road is 
rough, and I’m aging rapidly 
. . . oh, you already knew 
that!!  . . . but the fight 
goes on, and fight we will.   
As we are now at member-
ship renewal time, please 
seriously consider joining 
UCRA.   As you contemplate 
what other places you could 
put that $,  think about 
what that $100 will do for 
you as UCRA continues to 
pour its heart and soul into 
maintaining this wonderful 
profession for us in any way 
they can.  I can guarantee 
you, you get 100% plus out 

of your investment from the 
commitment and efforts of 
your board members.  
There is no better place you 
could “invest” those dollars.  
Every day you continue to 
work as a court reporter,  
(continued on Pg. 4)      

tablishing 
contacts.  
Perhaps it 
was be-
cause we 
weren’t 
“selling” 
anything, 
but merely 

reminding 
them of our 

past relationship and 
renewing loyalties they 
were so receptive to us.  
It was all I had hoped it 
would be.   

 We were excited 
that the mock deposi-
tions went forward with 
court reporters provid-
ing — pro bono — the 
official record.  Another 
opportunity for new law-
yers to understand the 
place of a court reporter 
before they have a 
chance to think that 
recording is their only 
— and best — option  
. . . NOT!! 

 As a board, we 
are continuing to pur-
sue the options and 
avenues we have to 
respond to the deci-
sions that have been 
made in the legal 
arena.  As we have 
investigated the need 
for legislative changes, 
we have had to face 
the harsh reality that 
the board really doesn’t 
have present funds to 
wage that battle, par-
ticularly at this time 
when the political pow-
ers are not listening to 
us.  We’ve decided we 

 Wow, it’s almost 
November, (Yeah, this 
article is a little old) and 
I’m about to officially be a 
year older . . . 26!  (tee 
hee)   Isn’t it funny to 
look back and remember 
the days when another 
birthday was an exciting 
thing?  Much like it’s a lot 
more fun to look back and 
remember when court re-
porters ruled in the world 
of voice-to-text?  Well, 
we’ve been fighting for 
our lives every day we’re 
on the job lately, and it’s 
time consuming and en-
ergy sapping.  Just the 
uncertainty of how we’re 
going to be treated when 
we walk in the courtroom 
puts fear into the heart of 
the bravest, court-savvy 
reporter.  But the fight 
must go on, and the 
board is working our little 
brains out trying to find 
and fill every possible op-
portunity we can to re-
mind those that may have 
forgotten that — COURT 
REPORTERS RULE!  — 
and that we still are the 
best at what we do.  The 
board has been absolutely 
amazed at the response 

we’ve seen from our 
member reporters when 
we’ve sent out the call 
for help, whether it be 
at conventions, to help 
with the NCRA test, or 
to attend UCRA-hosted 
seminars.   As I have 
visited with reporters 
and firm owners about 
the decisions we are 
making and the road 
we’re on, I have been 
warmly welcomed into 
their offices and homes, 
and am so impressed 
with the caliber of re-
porters in the state of 
Utah who are willing to 
get involved and partici-
pate — without inter-
firm boundaries — in 
the welfare of our pro-
fession as a whole.   

 Our booth at the 
Utah Association for Jus-
tice (f/k/a the Utah Trial 
Lawyers’ Association) 
was AWESOME!!  Our 
booth was professional, 
eye-catching, informa-
tive, and we got a LOT 
of attention from our 
bar friends.  Our loca-
tion was absolutely the 
primest real estate in 
the vendor area, and we 
had a great time rees-

UCRA Connection 

Hope you had a Merry Christmas 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE    - DEBBIE DIBBLE 



UCRA PRESENTS . . . 

NCRA IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT  

KAREN YATES 

JANUARY 16, 2010 

CEU POINTS HAVE BEEN APPROVED!!  

If only the dinosaurs had known what was 
coming.  When the water starts to freeze is 
not the time to fight extinction.  Perhaps 
that’s a little dramatic . . . but perhaps it’s not.  
Now is the time to remind those we serve of 
the value of a court reporter.      

Salt Lake Community College – Taylorsville Campus 
Institute Building 
4554 South 2025 West 
 
Directions to Venue:  Turn West off Redwood Road (13th West) onto 4610 South.  (Sign over Redwood 
Road says Community Blvd.  The road sign on the side of the road says Conifer Way.  Go figure!!)  Travel 
westbound about 500 yards and enter parking lot E on the north side of the road. 

REPORTER 

VALUE SEMINAR 

SIGN UP ON-LINE TODAY AT www.utcra.com! 



and we should pay ourselves 

first!  

 We should have an 

emergency fund of three 

months' worth of fixed ex-

penses for ready access; a mid-

term fund, which should be 

double the amount of the 

emergency fund; and long-

term funds, such as IRAs, 

401k's, et cetera, for retire-

ment.  

 We also learned about 

the Rule of 72: Divide 72 by 

the interest rate you're earning 

and the quotient is how many 

years it will take to double your 

money.  

 This was a very interest-

ing and informative 

seminar, with food 

provided by Zupas, 

(arranged by Brenda Mackay) 

which was extraordinary! 

 Hope to see you at our 

next “fun” activity. 

FINANCIAL FUN DAY       RENEE STACY 

Our Financial Fun Day seminar 

was held on October 10, 2009 

in Pleasant Grove, Utah. Kerry 

Sorensen, CSR, RPR, arranged 

for and hosted the seminar.  

 We had 16 attendees 

and a total of five different 

speakers on the 

topic of investing.  

 We learned 

about different types of invest-

ments and the pros and cons of 

each type.  

 We should be saving 10 

percent of our gross income 

“We should be saving 10 percent of our gross and pay ourselves first.” 

MARCH 26-28, 2010 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 

ILLUMINATE 

YOU! 
UCRA 2010 

CONVENTION 



you make that money back with in-
terest.  One or two hours a year cov-
ers that expense, and the rest are 
dividends paid directly to you.  UCRA 
and this profession are worth your 
dues dollars, and we need you if we 
are to continue to have the resources 
we need to make court reporting in 
Utah the best it can be. 

 Please call me if you have any 
ideas, or input, or would like to help 
UCRA in any way.  I’ll keep sending 
my “UCRA alerts” so you’ll know 
what’s going on!   We have amazing 
reporters in Utah, and if we all stand 
together we can help determine what 
our future 
looks 
like! 

President’s Message continued . . . 

A HUGE thank you to Sue Warnick for taking over the 

NCRA testing here in Utah, and to her wonderful volun-

teers; Tammy Siebert, Ariel Mumma, Judy Holdeman, Ros-

sann Morgan, Debbie Dibble, and Susan Sprouse.  There 

were a few bugs for the new team to iron out, but we’re 

optimistic that May’s test will be as smooth as a baby’s bot-

tom. (without diaper rash, of course).   We are truly grate-

ful to those that sacrificed their time on a Saturday to spend 

helping others in their efforts to become certified and im-

prove  themselves.  One candidate said, after an apology 

for a few of the kinks we faced that first morning with a 

new volunteer team, “I’m just grateful there are people 

willing to do this, and am willing to be patient while 

they get up to speed.  Without them, I would have 

 to go to the effort and expense to travel out 

 of state to take this test, which would make it so 

 much harder than it already is.  Thank you to the 

 volunteers.” 

 Some of you may not know that 

UCRA funds the expenses of the venue and 

the sound system with no reimbursement 

from NCRA for sponsoring the test.  Just an-

other example of how your dues dollars serve 

our profession.  Sue donated the sound 

 equipment this year and it was FABULOUS!  

 So, once again, a huge amount of gratitude to 

those that spent so much time preparing and setting 

up, and then sharing an entire day of their time to serve 

our profession!!   

U Tc r a . c o m  G O T  A  

FAC E L I F T.   C H E C K  

I T  O U T ! !  

NOVEMBER NCRA TESTINNOVEMBER NCRA TESTINNOVEMBER NCRA TESTINNOVEMBER NCRA TESTINGGGG            DEBBIE DIBBLE        DEBBIE DIBBLE        DEBBIE DIBBLE        DEBBIE DIBBLE    

Congratulations to  

Renee Stacy 

 Utah’s Newest CRR!! 

Well Done!! 

How can you help?  

Join UCRA today.  Join UCRA today.  Join UCRA today.  Join UCRA today.  
Renew your Renew your Renew your Renew your 

membership at membership at membership at membership at 
utcra.com.  Your utcra.com.  Your utcra.com.  Your utcra.com.  Your 

profession needs you!!profession needs you!!profession needs you!!profession needs you!! 


